A Petition for the NAS to Study the Decline of Worldwide Oil Production
A Call to President Barack Obama and to the Congress of the United States of America to Commission
a Comprehensive Study of Oil Production Decline (termed "Peak Oil"): Facts, Impacts and Mitigation
and Preparedness Options to be undertaken by the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), the National
Academy of Engineering (NAE), the Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the National Research Council
(NRC).
Whereas noted governmental, industrial and scientific authorities indicate the Nation and the World
face unprecedented challenge and hardships due to the decline of worldwide oil production. 1
Whereas, many of these authorities indicate that time is of the utmost importance. 2
Whereas, many studies also conclude that leaving the problem unaddressed will result in major
economic dislocations and the possibility of global economic collapse. 3
Therefore, we, the undersigned, petition the Congress and the President to commission the NAS, NAE,
IOM and NRC to undertake a comprehensive, nonpartisan analysis of the facts, impacts and
implications of "Peak Oil" in order to advise the Nation on appropriate responses. 4
Further, we request that this comprehensive study be undertaken with speed and with a formal
mechanism whereby independent analyses regarding causes, impacts, and mitigation, risk management,
and contingency options be considered by members of the study committees.
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